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The Magpie Series

  “[V]itally interesting, and new...[an] absorbing personal story.”
— The New York Times

 “To read of Kim San’s life today, amid our clanging nationalisms—in the 
US, Korea, and all over the world—is to feel chastened by an ancestor of 
borderless vision... [B]oth an essential history of East Asian radicalism in the 
early twentieth century and the diary of an unfinished national revolution.”
— The New York Review of Books

 “[A] classic memoir of Korean and Chinese revolutionary movements.” 
— Chong-Sik Lee, author of Revolutionary Struggle in Manchuria: Chinese  

     Communism and Soviet Interest, 1922-1945

 “In a time of great struggle inside China in 1937, Helen Foster Snow spoke to 
the Korean radical Kim San about his life and his ideals. The account she 
published—Song of Arirang—is an electric story of the power of a great idea 
and the bravery of human beings. Kim San’s words are not only about his 
time, but they demand from us an account of how we live and what we do to 
make this wretched world a better place.”
— Vijay Prashad, Tricontinental: Institute for Social Research

 “[A]n extraordinary book.... as inspiring as it is saddening.”
— Jacobin

         — 

First published in 1941 and long unavailable in print, Song of 
Arirang tells the story of Kim San ( Jang Ji-rak), a young radical 
who left colonized Korea as a teenager to join the struggle 
against Japanese imperialism and fought alongside the Red 
Army during the Chinese Revolution. Kim San’s remarkably 
intimate memoir, as told to journalist Helen Foster Snow (a.k.a. 
Nym Wales), offers a rare, behind-the-scenes look into early 
20th-century guerrilla insurgency. His first-hand account of 
some of the most dramatic events of the era gives voice to the 
brutality, betrayal, and cross-pollinating political alliances 
that rocked East Asia at the beginning of the last century and 
continue to shape the region—and the world—today.
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